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deciduous and coniferous trees towards the south, where
there are generally clay soils, with occasional patches of
black earth.
The economy of this region is determined primarily by
four main factors: (i) the extensive forests, the basis of the
lumber industry, which supplies timber to many parts of the
Soviet Union, much of it being shipped down the Volga to
the treeless steppe land; (2) shortage of grain, due to the
limitation of cultivation by the cool, damp climatic conditions
and poor soils; (3) the prevalence of handicraft industries
which were developed in the past as a source of income which
could supplement the poor returns of agriculture; (4) the
role of the Volga-Kama waterway and valley as a route
connecting the Moscow and Urals industrial regions, followed
by railway-lines from Europe to Siberia.
The numerous saw-mills of the region cater for the home
rather than the foreign market, supplying the Moscow district,
the steppe zone, the Don basin, and even Baku and KLrasno-
vodsk, on the shores of the Caspian. A large proportion of
the timber is sent down the river in a firaw5 state, only about
half of the total production being used for paper manufac-
turing, the production of matches, and the chemical industry.
The Balakhna paper-mills, near Gorki,1 are some of the
largest in the world. There are large cellulose, paper, and
wood-working plants at the mouth of the Vetluga river, in
the Marii A.S.S.R., and at Shumalin, in the Chuvash A.S.S.IL
The oak forests in the south-west of the latter republic pro-
vide raw material for the furniture, parquet, and veneer
industry.
In agriculture the colder and damper northern part of
the region specializes in the production of potatoes and flax
and the rearing of dairy cattle, while in the south pig-breeding
and poultry-farming are important occupations. Both the
area and the yield per acre of flax and sown grass have been
increased. Rye and oats occupy the greater part of the land
1 North of Gorki, between the Vetluga and Unzha basins, 65 per cent,
of the timber in the forests is useless for constructional purposes. It is
therefore used only in the paper and cellulose industries.